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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DESAULNIER) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

We ask Your blessing in these days to
come. You know well the
contentiousness of this session. Look
into the hearts of all the Members of
this people’s House to discern the good-
will within.

May the goodwill You find be re-
warded with Your grace. May any con-
trary spirit be banished.

In the days that come, help each
Member to understand well and inter-
pret positively, as they are able, the
positions of those with whom they dis-
agree. Grant to each the wisdom of Sol-
omon and to us all the faith and con-
fidence to know that, no matter how
difficult things appear to be, You con-
tinue to walk with our Nation, as You
have done over two centuries.

May all that is done in the people’s
House be for Your greater honor and
glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. ROSE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. ROSE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I object to the vote on the ground that
a quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr. ROSE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ROSE of New York led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
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lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

CONGRATULATING THE TOTTEN-
VILLE PIRATES FOOTBALL TEAM

(Mr. ROSE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROSE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to congratulate the
Tottenville Pirates football team on an
incredible season that took them all
the way to the New York PSAL cham-
pionship game at Yankee Stadium last
week.

Now, although they came up just
short of their ultimate goal, the Pi-
rates should be incredibly proud of
what they accomplished this season.
After a loss in their season opener, the
Pirates bounced back with a remark-
able 11-game winning streak, including
a dramatic last-second victory in their
first matchup with the eventual cham-
pions, Erasmus Hall.

In the championship game, their star
running back, Roland Dempster, bat-
tled through a hamstring injury until
he literally couldn’t run anymore and
had to be helped off the field by his
teammates.

I think I speak for all of Staten Is-
land when I say how incredibly proud I
am of Coach Brian Neville and the en-
tire Pirates team for putting up a hell
of a fight.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating
them, particularly the graduating sen-
iors, and wishing them well in what-
ever comes next, both on and off the
field.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 9, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2019, at 10:07 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 743.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 2486.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at 3 o’clock and
1 minute p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

MSI STEM ACHIEVEMENT ACT

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 4372) to direct Federal
science agencies and the Office of
Science and Technology Policy to un-
dertake activities to improve the qual-
ity of undergraduate STEM education
and enhance the research capacity at
the Nation’s HBCUs, TCUs, and MSIs,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4372

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “MSI STEM
Achievement Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Evidence suggests that the supply of STEM
workers is not keeping pace with the rapidly
evolving needs of the public and private sector,
resulting in a deficit often referred to as a
STEM skills shortage.

(2) According to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, the United States will need one million ad-
ditional STEM professionals than it is on track
to produce in the coming decade.

(3) STEM occupations offer higher wages,
more opportunities for advancement, and a
higher degree of job security than non-STEM
occupations.

(4) The composition of the STEM workforce
does not reflect the current or projected diver-
sity of the Nation, with Hispanics, African
Americans, and other racial and ethnic minori-
ties, significantly underrepresented in the
STEM workforce compared to their presence in
the workforce more generally.

(5) A stronger national commitment to increas-
ing the diversity of the STEM workforce is need-
ed to help address the STEM skills shortage.

(6) According to a 2019 National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine report enti-
tled “Minority Serving Institutions: America’s
Underutiliced Resource for Strengthening the
STEM Workforce”, two- and four-year minority
serving institutions enroll nearly 30 percent of
all undergraduate students—a percentage that
is expected to grow in the coming years—in the
United States higher education system and play
a critical role in providing important pathways
to STEM-related education, training, and ca-
reers for students of color.

(7) HBCUs, TCUs, and MSIs are highly suc-
cessful at educating underrepresented minority
students in STEM fields and can serve as best
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